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Board  of  Public  Education 
Continues  Testing  Process 

During  its  |une  meeting  the  Board  of 
Public  Education  accepted  the  proposal 
submitted  by  Assistant  Superintendent 
for  Administrative  Services  Francis  Olson 
to  begin  collecting  student  assessment 
data  from  local  school  districts  in  the 
spring  of  1989. 

Test  data  will  be  collected  from  those 
districts  using  standardized  norm- 
referenced  tests  for  grades  3,  8  and  1 1 . 
Subject  areas  for  which  data  will  be  col- 
lected include  reading,  language  arts, 
math,  science  and  social  studies. 

Until  1991,  the  data  collected  for  the 
three  grade  levels  will  be  from  school 
districts  using  the  following  standardized 
tests:  the  Iowa  Test  of  Basic  Skills  along 
with  the  Iowa  Test  of  Achievement  and 
Proficiency,  the  Stanford  Achievement 
Test,  the  SRA  Achievement  Series  and  SRA 
Survey  of  Basic  Skills,  the  Comprehensive 
Test  of  Basic  Skills,  the  Metropolitan 
Achievement  Test,  and  the  California 
Achievement  Test.  These  six  tests  account 
for  approximately  96  percent  of  the 
achievement  testing  carried  out  in  Mon- 
tana districts.  By  1991  the  list  will  be 
reduced  to  the  first  four  listed:  ITBS,  SAT, 
SRA,  and  CTBS.  These  four  tests  presently 
account  for  93  percent  of  the  standard- 
ized achievement  testing  in  local  districts. 
Only  test  results  from  schools  using 
spring  testing  dates  will  be  collected  after 
1991. 


National  Assessment  of 
Mathematics  Nears 

Francis  Olson  recently  attended  the  an- 
nual conference  on  Assessment  and  Cur- 
riculum Reform  in  Boulder,  Colorado.  The 
topic  of  discussion  was  the  proposed  na- 
tional assessment  of  eighth  grade  mathe- 
matics at  the  state  level. 

In  April  of  1 988  Congress  added  a  new 
dimension  to  the  National  Assessment  of 
Educational  Progress  which  produces  the 
Nation's  Report  Card.,  On  a  trial  basis  the 
new  law  authorized  a  1 990  assessment  of 
eighth  grade  mathematics  at  the  state 
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level.  This  law  requires  that  results  of  the 
trial  (and  its  second  phase  in  1992)  be 
evaluated  to  determine  "the  feasibility 
and  validity  of  [state]  assessments  and 
the  fairness  and  accuracy  of  the  data  they 
produce."  The  trial  will  be  designed  to 
yield  data  good  enough  to  accurately  and 
fairly  compare  a  participating,  state  with 
the  nation  and  one  participating  state 
with  another.  The  1 990  trial  will  produce 
information  on  student  mathematics  pro- 
ficiency at  the  state  level  that  can  be  com- 
pared with  national  data  from  other  par- 
ticipating states  that  choose  to  make 
these  results  available  for  reporting. 

The  purpose  of  Congress  is  to  provide 
policy  makers  with  more  and  better  state- 
level  information  about  the  educational 


performance  of  schoolchildren.  The 
legislation  precludes  the  use  of  data  from 
this  trial  effort  to  compare  or  rank 
schools,  districts  or  individual  students. 

The  data  will  be  drawn  from  a  state 
representative  sample  in  each  par- 
ticipating state  of  2,000  eighth  grade 
students  in  approximately  100  public 
schools. 

A  field  test  will  be  conducted  during  a 
four-week  period  in  February-March  of 
1989.  The  "dry  run"  for  the  eighth  grade 
state  mathematics  assessment  is  de- 
signed to  give  states  an  opportunity  to 
learn  about  the  data  collection  procedure 
envisioned  for  1990  and  what  state 
responsibilities  will  be  involved.  For  each 
state  about  200  eighth  grade  students  in 


approximately  eight  schools  will  be 
sampled  for  the  field  test. 

A  state  must  make  its  decision  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  1990  trial  program  on  or 
before  December  1 ,  1 988.  The  decision  to 
participate  in  the  field  test  must  be  made 
by  September  1 ,  1 988. 

If  you  would  like  more  information  as 
this  process  develops,  contact  Francis 
Olson  at  444-3169. 


Two  New  Consumer  Guides  Help 
Educators  Select  Tests  to 
Measure  Motivation  and 
Leadership 


Assessing  Learning  Motivation  and 
Assessing  Leadership  and  Managerial 
Behavior  are  the  titles  of  two  new  reports 
in  the  Northwest  Regional  Educational 
Laboratory's  (NWREL)  Consumer  Guide 
series. 

Each  guide  provides  descriptions  and 
reviews  of  assessment  tools,  a  checklist  to 
assist  with  the  selection  of  instruments, 
and  a  discussion  of  the  issues  related  to 
defining  and  assessing  leadership  or 
motivation  to  learn. 

The  guides  cost  $9.75  each.  If  pur- 
chased together,  the  reduced  cost  is 
$1 7.75.  To  order  the  guides,  send  prepay- 
ment in  U.S.  currency  to  the  Northwest 
Regional  Educational  Laboratory, 
Marketing  Office,  101  S.W.  Main  Street, 
Suite  500,  Portland,  Oregon  97204. 


Package  Seal  Collection  Program 
Offers  Free  School  Equipment 

Computers,  software,  audiovisual  aids, 
reference  books,  and  sports  equipment 
are  a  few  of  the  items  being  offered  free  to 
U.S.  pre-schools  through  high  schools,  via 
Scott  Paper  Company's  national  package 
seal  collection  program  called  "Learning 
Tools  for  Schools." 

The  program  offers  schools  an  oppor- 
tunity to  obtain  state-of-the-art  teaching 
"tools"  at  no  cost  by  collecting  "Learning 
Tools  for  Schools"  apple  seals  from  spe- 
cially marked  packages  of  Scott  products. 
There  are  29  different  name-brand  items 
from  which  to  choose. 

The  "Learning  Tools  for  Schools"  pro- 
gram, now  in  its  second  year,  will  run 
from  mid-August  through  December, 
1988.  Schools  have  until  February  28, 
1 989  to  turn  in  seals. 

For  information  on  the  program  write  or 
call  Scott  Paper  Co.,  "Learning  Tools  for 
Schools,"  P.O.  Box  4207-A,  Chester,  PA 
19016,  1-800-247-8736. 


Calendar 

Sept.  15-16— State  Superinten- 
dent's Conference,  Helena 

Sept.  15-16— Board  of  Public  Edu- 
cation, Helena;  also  State  Board 
of  Education 

Mellon  Grant  Continues 

Montana  has  received  one  of  fourteen 
grants  from  the  Andrew  W.  Mellon  Foun- 
dation to  improve  teaching  of  students 
considered  likely  to  fail  at  school.  Twenty- 
six  states  applied  for  the  $28,000  grants 
through  the  Council  of  Chief  State  School 
Officers  (CCSSO). 

The  Office  of  Public  Instruction  and  the 
Board  of  Public  Education  will  work  with 
units  of  the  Montana  University  System  in 
an  attempt  to  better  prepare  Native 
American  students  to  enter  the  teacher 
work  force  and  to  expand  school  counsel- 
ing services  for  underserved  elementary 
school  pupils. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  project  in  1 989, 
CCSSO  will  publish  a  book  describing 
model  collaborations  between  schools 
and  colleges  which  have  evolved  from  the 
Mellon  project  during  the  past  five  years. 


OPI  Staff  Changes 

Assistant  Superintendent  for  Administra- 
tive/Vocational Education  Services  Gene 
Christiaansen  resigned  his  position  at  the 
office  in  June  to  move  to  Oregon.  Francis 
Olson,  formerly  Director  of  Student 
Assessment,  has  been  named  Assistant 
Superintendent  for  Administrative  Ser- 
vices (444-3169).  Supervision  of  voca- 
tional education  has  been  added  to  Cur- 
riculum Services  under  Assistant  Super- 
intendent Gile  Mitchell  (444-2089),  and 
Jim  Whealon  has  been  named  Director  of 
Vocational  Education  Services  (444-2413). 
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